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Upcoming Dates 

First Day of School – 

Tuesday, September 8th 

- 

Welcome Back! 

We are thrilled to welcome our McMurrich Owls back to the nest! 

I hope you all had a summer that included some relaxation, fun and rest.   

Our caretaking staff has worked hard to get the school clean and shiny . 

 

Our busy teaching team has been in the school preparing the classrooms and 

programs so that they are ready to receive your young people on Tuesday, 

September 8th!   

 

To our new families we welcome you to a wonderful, warm, caring and 

engaging environment.  Our staff work hard to provide many opportunities for 

students inside and outside the classrooms.   

 

Our school is a busy place and we work hard to ensure student safety so 
please start your visit at the school office to sign in.  If you are picking up a 
student or dropping off a student after entry please buzz the front door and 
we will let the student in so that they can check in at the office. 
 
We are an all-weather OPAL (Outdoor Play and Learning) school.  We know 

the value out outdoor play in all weather to all our young people.  We play in 

rain, snow, mud and sunshine; we promote all weather recess access and 

have resources like spare boots and coats.  Outdoor play in all weather 

enhances creativity and imagination, builds resilience and boosts the immune 

system!  Our students are excellent at playing and playing is hard work so 

extra clothes and a pair of dry socks are an essential addition to a backpack.   

 
Welcome to our New Vice-Principal Mr. Mack Polak.  He has been the VP at 
Winona, our next-door neighbour, for the past two years. He will be a dual-site 
administrator for both schools through the 2026-27 school year. Mr. Polak is a 
passionate educator, who spent the bulk of his teaching career as a music 
teacher. He is an avid cyclist, runner, and loves to stay active. Please say hi to 
Mack when you see him around, and you can always reach out via email: 
mackenzie.polak@tdsb.on.ca . 
 
We would like to welcome back our AM secretary Karen and our Office 

Administrator Sandy.  Please remember to treat our front office staff with 

kindness and respect – they are working hard to keep all of us organized and 

on track! 

 

School Day Schedule 

8:45 – First Bell 

8:50 – Entry Bell 

10:10 – 10:25 – AM recess 

11:35 – 12:35 – Lunch 

1:55 – 2:05 – PM recess 

3:15 – Dismissal 

If a student does not enter 

with their class they must 

sign in at the office OR ELSE 

THEY WILL BE MARKED 

ABSENT.  Teachers only 

mark students present or 

absent, they do not mark 

lates. 

Saying Goodbye on 

the First Day of 

School 

Saying goodbye on the 
first day of school after 
summer holidays can be 
rough, especially for 
students going to school 
for the very first time!  
Start practicing and 
talking about it in an 
enthusiastic and upbeat 
way over the weekend! “I 
can’t wait to hear all 
about your first day when 
I pick you up!” is a phrase 
that might help! 

mailto:mackenzie.polak@tdsb.on.ca


  

Student Entry 

Outdoor Line Up Order 
Kindergarten classes will all meet in the kindergarten yard in the rear of the school at 8:45.  
ECE’s and teachers will greet students at the gate.   Please say your goodbyes outside the 
fenced in playground and then allow your young person to enter the kindergarten yard on 
their own.  We know it can be difficult, but experience tells us that it is much easier for young 
ones – even if they’re crying!   
Classes from grades 1 to 6 will meet in the school yard – the numbers have been spray 
painted on the pavement – find the number that corresponds with your teacher and meet 
your new class! 
 

Line Number Outdoor Line Up Order - September 2026 
Classroom  

Entry Door 

1 Ms. Masella - grade 2 (205) 4 

2 Mr. Chemel/Ms Seguin (Primary DHH) 4 

3 Ms. Cochran - grade 2 /3 (208) 4 

4 Ms. Robinson - grade 1 (207) 4 

5 Ms. Burgher - grade 1/2 (210) 4 

6 Mr. McKenzie - grade 3/ 4 (303) 4 

7 Ms. Patel - grade 2/ 3 (302) 4 

8 Ms. McKenzie - grade 3 (306) 4 

9 Ms. Tavares - grade 4G (204) 4 

10 Ms. White - grade 4/5G (209) 4 

11 Ms. Schnarr/Ms. Sethi - grade 4/5 DHH (201) 6 

12 Ms. Boegel - grade 3 (301) 6 

13 Ms. Sanderson - grade 4/5 (212) 6 

14 Ms. Edwards – grade 4/5 (202) 6 

15 Ms. Barkin - grade 5/6G (200) 6 

16 Ms. Sidney - grade 5/6G (213) 6 

17 Ms. Rambaran - grade 5/6 (308) 6 

18 Ms. Harland - grade 5/6 (307) 6 

 



  
Join the McMurrich School Council! 

Get involved with your young person’s school!  
 

Greetings Fellow Owl Parents, 
  
Let me first introduce myself. My name is Eto Gordon. I've been a part of the parent body at 
McMurrich JPS since the fall of 2017. In the same breath, I've been a member of the School Council 
in varying capacities since 2023. This year we would love to hit the ground running, but that cannot 
happen without the collaboration of my peers. We start this school year with a lot of familiar 
parents who will be absent because their Owl/Learner has graduated. What that means for you is 
that there are some new opportunities to be a part of a very active and dynamic council which will 
enhance the scholastic experience for your child and positively affect the school as a whole.  
  
Any parent/caregiver of a student in the school, who is seeking election, must be nominated or 
self‐nominated in writing. An email to Ms. Whitfield will suffice.  
  
 The election of a parent/caregiver member shall be by secret ballot and neither proxy nor 
absentee voting is permitted.  
 
Nominations will not be accepted from the floor on the evening of the elections.  
  
Written information (picture not required) about each candidate, supplied by the candidate, shall 
be made available to the school community at least one week prior to the election. 
  
Please don't feel that the Parent Council is only for tenured parents, it's for ALL OWL PARENTS!   
  
Positions that require vote/election: 
Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer 
   
Additional positions that don’t require a vote, but still require dedicated parent volunteers are as 
follows:  
  
-        Communications Lead (as well as Class Connector Lead) 
-        Outreach Lead (within Outreach Lead falls the Role of all Diversity/Inclusivity Subdivisions) 
-        Fundraising Lead (within Fundraising falls, Pizza Lunch, Dance-A-Thon, Grad & Fun Fair)  
  
Hope to see all interested parents at our first meeting of the year which is scheduled for the 
following: 
  
Where: McMurrich JPS (Library) 
Date: Wednesday, September 23rd, 2026  
When: 7pm EST.  
  
(Online Meeting Link will be provided to those who are unable to attend physically.) 
  
Best Regards, 
Eto Gordon 
  

 
 
 



Lunch Program 
 

In order for us to accurately and safely supervise students at lunch time it is essential that we know who is 
on school property during the lunch period.   Please complete this  LUNCH FORM by Friday, September 
11,2026.   

LUNCH FORM 

 
-JK-3 students must be picked up by a parent/guardian. 
-Grades 4-6 students are permitted to leave school on their own with this permission form. 
- Students who  are leaving school for lunch, must be off school property the entire lunch hour, and only 
return for the entry bell at 12:35 p.m. 
 
***PLEASE NOTE*** 
If your young person stays at school for lunch, they will only be allowed to leave school property with a 
dated, WRITTEN  note to the teacher from a parent/guardian. Please ensure the note is a paper copy and 
not an email so that if the teacher is absent, the occasional teacher or office is able to receive the 
note.  Please make lunch plans BEFORE the student arrives at school for the day we will not be able to 
make phone calls during the school day to make lunch plans.  
 
 

 

 

Boomerang Lunch 

McMcurrich is a Boomerang Lunch School! 

Boomerang Lunch means that students will bring back all waste generated by their lunch, including 

wrappers, cores, pits, peels and any food not eaten.  This has a number of advantages;  

• you can see what your young person is eating and modify their lunch accordingly,  

• organic waste can be disposed of in your municipal organics collection (we don’t have organics 

collection at McMurrich), 

• can help prevent insects and rodents in the classrooms. 

Please make sure that there is a container to place organic waste in inside your young person’s lunch bag so 

that it doesn’t make a mess! 

Water is always the preferred drink at school.  A reusable water bottle can be refilled at our bottle filling 

station throughout the day. 

Please note that we are unable to accept lunch deliveries from delivery services such as Uber Eats and Door 

Dash.   

EARLY PICK UP 

If you need to pick up your young person early for an appointment, please avoid arriving during recess time as you 

will need to wait until the end of recess.  We are not able to redeploy staff supervisors to track down students! 

AM recess: 10:10 – 10:25 

Lunch recess: 11:55 – 12:35 

PM recess: 1:55 – 2:05 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXf7AuYEgzXHCKCpyIGp8Z5iNRCgmoeBdZRlFmm3-eKGK7jg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100685836366802055888
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXf7AuYEgzXHCKCpyIGp8Z5iNRCgmoeBdZRlFmm3-eKGK7jg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=100685836366802055888


 

TDSB Property and Dogs 

Please remember that dogs are NOT allowed on TDSB 

property unless they are a certified service animal with 

proper documentation and apparatus.   

If you bring your dog when picking up or dropping off, 

please ensure that you have someone with you who can 

wait outside the fence with your furry friend. 

 Many of us have dogs and we love them however we do 

want to respect the By-Laws in place to create a safe, 

hygienic, and welcoming environment for all students. 

 

 
 

Cell Phone Policy 

As you may have heard the Ministry of Education introduced a new policy outlining use of mobile 

devices.  

• Students in Grades 6 and Below - Students’ personal mobile devices must be stored out of view 
and powered off or set to silent mode throughout the full instructional day, except when their 
use is explicitly permitted by the educator under the circumstances outlined above. If an 
educator sees a personal mobile device that is not stored out of view, they must require the 
device be handed in for the instructional day and the device must be placed, by the student, in a 
storage area in a location designated by the principal.  

 

If you need to get in touch with your young person during the school day please contact the school’s 

main office and we can get a message to them and let your young person know that if they need to 

contact you they should let their teacher know and they will facilitate that contact. 

Students at McMurrich have access to Chromebooks throughout the day should they need a device to 

access curriculum. 

 
Volunteering at McMurrich 

We rely on our parent volunteers to enrich our programs and events at McMurrich.  Volunteer 

opportunities include helping with Scientist in School programs, reading in the classroom, driving to 

athletics events and more!  In order to volunteer you will need to complete your Vulnerable Sector 

Screening (VSS).  Please see the information below to guide you through the online application 

process. 

Once you receive the results of the VSS please send them to our OA Alexandra.Christeas@tdsb.on.ca 

so that you can be added to our volunteer database. 

 

mailto:Alexandra.Christeas@tdsb.on.ca
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 

TPS Online VSC Process 

Effective September 05, 2023, TDSB volunteers who reside in Toronto can complete 

the Vulnerable Sector Check (VSC) online. We strongly encourage all volunteers to 

complete the VSC online. 

Please follow the steps below to complete your VSC online.  

Weblink : https://www.tps.ca/services/police-record-checks/ 

TDSB Code: 202309TPSOND7EFC 

Applicants are required to register for a Police Record Check (PRC) Account. 

 

 

 

https://www.tps.ca/services/police-record-checks/
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 

Please keep the record of your log-in credentials. 

• Your Username 
• Your Password 
• Your Security Questions and Answers 

 
 
TDSB’s Unique Code: 
 
Once the account is registered, the applicant can apply online Vulnerable Sector Check 
(VSC) with the following code. 

• TDSB Code: 202309TPSOND7EFC 

 

Costs: 

The payment can be made with Visa, Visa Debit, MasterCard or American Express. 

• Volunteer - $26.72 

Please log in your account to start the online VSC process. 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 

Please provide the details of the volunteer duties with TDSB. 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 
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TORONTO POLICE SERVICES (TPS) VULNERABLE SECTOR CHECK (VSC) PROCESS 

 

IMPORTANT: 

***Please ensure to opt to share the results with the TDSB when submitting the 

application. If you opt to share, the results will be sent directly to the TDSB.  

Note: If you do not opt to share the results with TDSB, you are responsible for 

ensuring that the TDSB’s Police Reference Check office receives a copy of the 

results via email at PoliceReferenceCheckOffice@tdsb.on.ca 

The applicant should monitor the email (used for registration) with for any messages 

from TPS while the record check is being processed (check the junk/spam folder). 

 

The completed record check will be sent electronically (or by mail in certain 

circumstances) and the applicant will receive an email notification with more details at 

that time. 

Please download and save a copy.  After 30 days, the police record check results will 

be taken down from the system. 
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Perseverance

May

June

March April

Kindness & Caring Teamwork Fairness

Statutory Holiday

Professional Activity Day   

McMurrich JPS
TORONTO DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

September November

December January

2026 - 2027

February

October

PA

Professional Activity Days:
1. Wednesday, September 2, 2026
2. Thursday, September 3, 2026
3. Friday, November 20, 2026
4. Friday, January 15, 2027
5. Friday, February 12, 2027
6. Friday, June 4, 2027
7. Wednesday, June 30, 2027

First Day of School: 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026

Last Day of school for

Elementary students:

Tuesday, June 29, 2027

Dates to Remember:

Labour Day: September 7, 2026

Thanksgiving: October 12, 2026
Winter Break: December 21, 2026 - January 
1, 2027 (last day of school December 18, 
2026; school resumes January 4, 2027)
Provincial Family Day: February 15, 2027

Mid-Winter Break: March 15-19, 2027

Good Friday: March 26, 2027
Easter Monday: March 29, 2027
Victoria Day: May 24, 2027

Total Instructional Days: 187




