
 

 

  

Upcoming Dates 

Thursday, February 

2nd, Primary 

students to Roy 

Thomson Hall  

Monday, February 

13th, Term 1 Report 

Cards sent home 

Friday, February 

17th, PA Day 

(Reporting to 

Parents) 

Monday, February 

20th, Family Day 

Tuesday, February 

21st, School Council 

Meeting 

Friday, February 

24th, Dance A Thon 

Friday , February 

24th, Pizza Day 

March Break, March 

13-17th 

Grade 6’s to Island 

School, March 20 – 

24th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Notes 
International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

January 27th, 2023 is International Holocaust Remembrance Day.  McMurrich commemorated the day with 

a Virtual Assembly prepared by students and organized by Mr. Basulato and Ms. Greenberg.  In the 

afternoon some grade 6 students from Ms. Rambaran’s class read the book “Something From Nothing” to 

kindergarten students to explore  

 

February is Kindergarten Registration Month! 
Registration for English Kindergarten programs begins in February. We look forward to welcoming you and 

your child at school in September! 

 

To attend Junior Kindergarten in September, children must turn four-years-old by December 31. To 

register for Senior Kindergarten, children must be five-years-old by December 31. For more information 

about the Kindergarten program and registration requirements, please visit www.tdsb.on.ca/kindergarten. 

 

Please note that McMurrich Jr. Public School is CLOSED to Out of Area Admissions. To check if your 

address is within our catchment area go to the TDSB Street Guide and follow the instructions.  

 

We hope to see your young person here in September! 

Inclement Weather 
With the winter comes snow and severe weather! At times, it is necessary to cancel student transportation, 

classes and/or programs. On rare occasions, severe weather makes it necessary to close TDSB schools, 

administrative offices or sites. Visit the website to learn about Snow/Cold Weather and the Procedure for 

Severe Weather. 
 

All Weather Play 

As we move into the new year and the temperature continues to drop in February, please 

remember that we are an “all weather” school and so we play outside everyday!  Please 

ensure that your young people come to school dressed for the weather!  If you need some 

help acquiring outdoor clothing, please let your teacher or the office know and we will help 

out! 

Some of the benefits of outdoor play include: 

• Helps to stimulate a child’s immune system 

• Develops Resilience 
• Keeps children physically active all year 

• Daily outdoor time is great for everyone's mental health 
 
One of the beneficial aspects of the COVID 19 Pandemic is that we saw the value of outdoor 
time and fresh air to keep everyone healthy.  We know that illness is spread by a virus  - 
especially indoors -  and not cold weather!  
 
We appreciate donations of items like wood boards, sleds, or carts. 
 

Let’s PLAY! 
 

 

 

 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/kindergarten
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School/By-Home-Address
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/


 
 

 

  
 

February Student Lunch Survey 
In order for us to ensure that students are properly supervised at 

lunch time please complete the FEBRUARY Lunch Survey.  The lunch 

survey should be completed for every student whether they stay at 

school or not!  Thank you! 

Athletics Update – Mr. Perretta 

The new year brings with it the exciting commencement of boys basketball, girls volleyball, and coed ball hockey.  All 

team members have been practicing hard in preparation for area-wide tournament play.  Our updated tournament 

schedule is as follows: 

• Friday, February 10th -- Grade 6 Girls Volleyball Tournament 

• Monday, February 13th - Coed Ball Hockey Tournament at Cosburn 

• Tuesday, February 14th - Grade 6 Boys Basketball Tournament at Rawlinson 

• Thursday, February 23rd - Grade 5 Boys Basketball Tournament at Carlton Village 

 Go Owls! 

The month of March will also bring the start of coed badminton and coed volleyball.  Students in grades 4 to 6 are 

invited to participate.  Stay tuned for an update on tryout dates.  All parents are reminded that the TDSB is making a 

shift to online permission forms so please make every effort to fill out athletic permission forms electronically on EMA 

for all future teams.   

Intramurals 

We have 30 students in grades 1/2 participating in intramural floor hockey and everyone is having a blast!  At the 

conclusion of each game, a team member is awarded with a FAIR PLAY ribbon for demonstrating the principles of fair 

play.  Special thanks to Wyatt, Hiskeal, Gabriel, Zoe, Charlie, Jake, Elijah, and David who are doing a fabulous job 

volunteering as coaches and officials for our primary students.  The final group of floor hockey games are ending next 

week and that means we will be starting the grade 3/4 intramural program shortly after with European Handball being 

the focus.  If your child is interested in participating and you missed the initial google form signup, please send Mr. 

Perretta an email at frank.perretta@tdsb.on.ca no later than February 1st.   

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4xvJzbaI3LxuFc6EbWxD2FeY65wKf7tSc9Zf3WvjEupSBVQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf4xvJzbaI3LxuFc6EbWxD2FeY65wKf7tSc9Zf3WvjEupSBVQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:frank.perretta@tdsb.on.ca


 

 

McMurrich Library Commons Update from Mr. Marshall 

Happy New Year to all families and a Happy Year of the Rabbit and Cat to all celebrating Lunar New Year! 

This month has been a bit quieter in the library than December, but lots of great things are still happening!  

As the weather has turned greyer and slightly cooler, more students have been coming to the library at lunch hour for 

book exchange, quiet reading or to shelve books, repair torn titles or run the circulation desk as Library Helpers. 

Students have been diligent about being respectful of the space and using it for its intended purpose. Library Helpers 

have been instrumental in getting titles back onto the shelves in a timely manner and I am seeing lots of organic 

relationships developing between older and younger students with their book recommendations, as well as seeing 

older students offering to read with younger ones. It is wonderful to see each day! 

 

We were busy in December with the cataloging of new titles purchased at the GTA Resource Fair in November and 

the McMurrich Scholastic Book Fair in December. After a few delays, I am happy to report that we have dozens of 

new books on the shelves and in students' hands. There are some great new titles in a variety of genres - chapter 

books,  picture books, nonfiction and graphic novels. We have lots of new titles related to the Science and Social 

Studies curriculum, as well as social justice and of course general interest.  

Some of the new titles I'm excited to share with students include: Sunny, Look Both Ways and Lu by acclaimed author 

and poet Jason Reynolds. We have expanded our graphic novels section by restocking new copies of the Dog Man 

Series, adding new Marvel titles, titles related to social justice and adding several graphic novel versions of classics 

such as Moby Dick, Oliver Twist and Treasure Island. We have expanded our collection of titles related to Canada and 

its provinces and territories. There are new picture books related to Black History and Identity such as Africa is Not a 

Country by Margy Burns Knight and Mark Melnicove and a fascinating look at local efforts at facilitating the 

emancipation and liberation of slaves in The Underground Railroad: Next Stop, Toronto! We have great new books 

about National Truth and Reconciliation Day (Phyllis's Orange Shirt by Phyillis Webstad), Terry Fox by Maria Isabel 

Sanchez Vergara and the Christie Pits Riots (The Good Fight by Ted Staunton and Josh Rosen). These are just a few of 

the great new books available to students and staff to check out! It has been extremely gratifying seeing students' 

faces light up when they discover a new favourite and to hear their enthusiasm when describing to a friend or myself! 

Lastly, we will be starting our Forest of Reading event in February. Students in Grade 3 and up will soon be invited to 

sign out Forest of Reading Titles. Upon completing their book, they will then meet with a volunteer staff member who 

will conduct a quick interview about the book and sign off on student's passports. Students then make a new book 

selection, with the idea being to read as many of the books as possible before the end of the Forest of Reading 

Celebration in May. I know many students are eager to begin and their enthusiasm is palpable! Look for an update 

next month! 

 

Late Arrivals and Early Pick Up 
Students arriving late should buzz the office and sign in with the office staff before going up to class.  Parents bring 

Kindergarten students after entry should buzz the office and a staff member will pick your young person to bring them 

to class. 

 

If you are picking up your young person for an appointment, PLEASE TRY TO AVOID RECESS AND LUNCH TIMES (10:10 – 

10:25, 11:35 – 12:35, 1:55 – 2:05).  If you need to come during those times you may have to wait until students are back 

in class!    

Thanks so much for your continued support! 

 

 



Clinical assessment and management of mild to moderate

cold, flu and COVID-19 symptoms for adults and 

Earache, sore throat, fever, cough, congestion

Note: We are NOT performing laboratory testing for

influenza and RSV

COVID-19 PCR tests for eligible groups

Assessment for COVID-19 treatment and referral to the

COVID-19 Treatment Centre

Our COVID-19, Cold and Flu Clinic's services include:

      children ages 2+.  Symptoms include:

Location:

76 Grenville St.
Toronto, ON
M5S 1B2

Women's College Hospital's
COVID-19, Cold and Flu Clinic 

Appointments can be made by phone at 416-323-6150 or

Clinic hours are Monday to Friday from 12:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

By Appointment Only:

      online at womenscollegehospital.ca/covidcoldflu 



Cough and/or cold

Fever

Earache

Sore throat

Pinkeye

COVID-19 testing (if eligible)

Come to the WCH COVID-19, Cold and Flu Clinic 
if you or your child has:

Go to the Emergency Department
if you or your child has:

Difficulty breathing

Severe chest pain

Sudden change in mental state

Severe fever for more than 7 days

Severe and persistent vomiting

Get the right care
in the right place...




